THAILAND'S
GRAPE ADVENTURE
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IT'S LATE ON A SUNDAY AFTERMOON and a gingery omange
hue slowly turms to a bloody red in the sky above miles
of lush, budding grape fields. Below, a group of fortunate
imdividuals sits aroumd a table covered in wine bottles,
contentedly sampling a batch of grapes fresh from the
latest harvest. This romantic scene would normally conjure
up locations such as Bordeaux or Tuscany in the popular
Imagination, but just beyond the drinking table a lully
grovwn elephant is assisting with the grape picking. Just over
a hundred Kilometres away, meanwhile, is the megalopolis of
Bangkok. where rush-hour traffie percolates through busy
strects, and an emerging wine scene sees the cily's latest
bars and bounges Tilling up for the evening.

Wine Is a relatively newcomer to Bangkok's drinking
scene, but local taste buds have matured more rapidly in
recerl years as the city, and country, develop. Wine drinking
Is now widespread in Thal society, and any hotel worth
visiting in the capital offers an informed wine selection.
OMicial Ngures indicate current Thal wine comsumption could
be as much a5 14 million litres per annum, and has been
Increasingly steadily at around 6.5% every year since 2000

Local producers have ushered [noa silent revalutbon, with
many winerles garnering respect worldwide and securing
awards. In Jume three Thai wine professionals passed the
Sommeliers” internationally  recognised

Court of Master

Certilied Exam. while one winery. GranMonte. recently
scooped 12 medals al prestigious competitions in France
and the UK. Yot wine producing is hardly the [irst thing one
would associate with Thalland, Siwat Thitipormwatthanakul,

sommelier from the Four Seasons Bangkok, points oot
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“Thailand only has certain areas whene gropes can be grown
for winemaking, and it also has geographical limimations
[Yet] I am confident that Thailand is the most successful
wine-producing region within South-East Asia.”

His belief is shared by many industry professionals,
and some have even said Thai wineries are the best in Asia
Joe Sriwarin, the editor of Wine Today magazine, was one
of the three who passed the Certified Exam. He explains
“In Thailand, the producers are all millionaires who are
passionate about wine, and when money is no object there
is no stopping them. No other wine-producing country in
Asia is as unigue as Thailand.”

This unigueness s In due to the

part, couniry’s

geagraphy, which allows a few select wineries 1o operate

in the mountains and valleys in the northern part of (he

country. where the weather Is cooler. These high-altitude

areas provide a predominantly sultropical climate ideal for
the cultivatlon of grapes. Prayut Plangbunta, the director

and chiel winemaker rom Khao Yal Winery — another

leading producer understands this better than anyone,

explaining that: “Thailand s the only country in the northern
hemisphere with the same harvesting period as the south
and this creates the perfect environment for grapes 1o grow
with dry, cool nights and warm, sunoy days.”

Being close fo the equator. Thalland's latitudes fall

between 10 and 20 degrees, in contrast o the ypical

winemaking standard of 30 1o 50. This is the world of “New

Latitude Wine™, and hardly the norm lfor a wine-producing

environment. Yel contrary o cooventional  viticoliorl
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wisdom, Thailand wineries are perfectly capable of growing
many types of grapes. even I the subtropical climate is more
suited (o grapes with high acidity. As Jirachal Sethisakko

the "Group Wine Guru”™ for Anantara — highlights: "The
quality of Thai wines Is comparahle (o mid-range Chilean
wine, or an entry-level Australian Shirae”

Insiders  know Thalland's wineries are among  the
Industry’s most distinctive, with some even reaping two
harvests a year. In this world of New Latitude Wine, the
production season runs from November, and  harvesting
takes place from Januvary to late March, Labour is cheap,
and grape picking often takes place at night so workers can
avoid the heat of the day. However, the singularity of New
Latitude Wine isn’t just confined to geography and climate,
This is also a world where floating vineyards must be
harvested by boat, and where elephants assist in the picking

These wines are produced south-west of Bangkok in
the Chao Phraya Delta and the Hua Hin Hills, and in north
and north=eastern Thailand, near Chiong Bal. The hotspot s
the area around Khao Yal Natlonal Park, where a cluster of
leading producers collectively make nearly a hall ol all Thai
wine. Many winerics also offer tours, lodging, restaurants
and other peripheral attractions. Village Farm Winery boasts
a spa and cilf-hanging swimming pool: Khao Yal Winery
offers resort=style sccommodation: Siam Winery's  large,
Thai-inspired wooden pavilion was designed by an architect

who cut his teeth at Norman Foster’s London practice.
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For this reason the arca has been likened 1o Mapa Valley
in Callfornia, and the spirit of enthusiasm at these wineries
echoes the bugz around Napa in its ‘7% heyday. "Back then
Mapa wines competed with French wines, and won at [1976
competition] the Judgment of Paris,” recalls Nikki Visootha
Lohitrewy of GranMonte. “Now we are [doing] the same all
around the workl.” Thai wines might not be “winning”™ at a
Charlie Sheen level just yet, but Siwal Thitipormwatthanakul
remalns optimistic; “There are opportunities (o grow, We
need more education. Chile s a pood example for us, since
it is a region with similarities to Thailand.”

Those similarities are numerous: Chile's s another
incipient industry that benefits from an analogous climate
and produces the same son of wine, It also once lacked
the education o create pood wine, and was plagued by tax
problems. Eventually alecohol tariffs were dropped In the "B0s
— a mowve that effectively saved Chile’s industry. The reverse
now holds true in Thailand, with excessively high taxes and
draconian legistation hindering local winemaking, “The Thal
government is very strict with alcobol advertising,” says Joe
Srlwarin, “Thal wine deserves better publicity Trom the local
press, but it cannot publish pictures of bottbes or write about
wine except for educational purposes.”

Il the domestic scene has yel to come (o its Tulbest
fruttion as a resuli of such complications. Thai wines
are doing extremely well ouside their country of origin
As many industry leaders atest, Thalland's wines are
undoubtedly some of the best to come out of Asia, and the

future looks bright for this embryonic cconomy. [
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DRINES LIST

VINEYARDS

PB VALLEY KHAO YAI WINERY
102 Moo 5, Phaya Yen, Pak Chong,
Makhon Ratchasima 30320

+66 0 2262 0030

wewwr Khaoyanwingry.oom

GRANMONTE VINEYARD

AMND WINES

Asoke Valley, Khao Yai, 52 Moo g
Phayayen, Pakchong,

Hakhon Ratchasima 30320

+66 081 923 2007
WWW-KTHIHIHJNL' Lom

VILLAGE FARM WINERY

103 Moo 7, Thaisamakkee, Wang
Ham Heow, Makhon Ratchasima 30370
+66 4422 B4o7 B
wewwivillagefarm.co.th

ALCIDIMI VINEYARD

176 Moo 2z, Wan Pan, Pak Chong,
Hakhon Ratchasima 30130

+66 oB1 489 6662
wwwLalcidinicom

SILVERLAKE

31,/61 Moo 7, Ma Jomtien, Pattaya,
Chanburi o250

+66 084 915 3346
wwwisilverlakevineyard com

SIAM WINERY/HUA HIN HILLS
9,2 Moo 3, Tumbon Bangtorud
Mueang District Samut Sakhon 74000

+66 3484 5334 43
www.siamwinery.com

WINE BARS

1857 BAR

Siam Kempinski Hotel, gon/g Rama 1
Road, 10330 Bangkok

+66 2162 gooo

weww bempinskicomybang hok

WINE 33

Bidg E-m, Crystal Design Center,
1420/1 Praditmanoontham Rd,
10240 Banghok

+G56 202 2233
wwnwcrystaldesignoenter.com

OPUS WINE BAR

G4 Thanon Pan, Silom, 10500
Banghok

+56 2637 9899
wwwiwhopus.com

THE V9 WINE BAR AND RESTAURANT
Vo, Sofitel Banghkok Silom, 188 Silom
Rd, 10500 Bangkok
+66 2238195
wwwisalitel.oom

.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6

